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Fig. i. The Mafons Marks on the Stones that fupporfr* 
ed the Arches at Kaerphi/y Caftle, Glamorgan/hire. 

Fig. %. A Sculpture on one of the Steps in a round 
Tower at Katr Phily Caftle. 

Fig. $. Certain Plates which frequently occur amongft 
the Bntrochi of this County. 



IV. Several QhfaVtims relating to the Antiquities: 
and Natural Hiftory of Ireland, made hy Mr. 
Edw. Lhwyd, in his Travels thro* that kingdom. 
In a Letter to T>r. Tancred Robinfon, Fellow of 
the College of Tbyficians and^oyal Society. 

Bathgate near Linlithgow, Scotland, Dec. 15. 1699. 

SIR, 

YOUR, laffj dated fome time in Juty, overtook rne 
about a Month after in Ireland', whence I had 
returned my Thanks, but that I was defiroas to fee fome>- 
what more of the Country, in order to fome Materials 
for a Letter. But having no conveniency of difpatching; 
Letters from the Highlands of this Kingdom, I find I 
have now fo Jong defer-'d it, that I have by me Materi- 
als for feveral Letters 5 which muft ferve hereafter, when 
we traverfe Places affording fewer Curiosities. 

Weeontinued not above three Days at Dublin, when, 
we fteer'd our COurfe towards the Giants Canfvmy*- The 
1116^ remarkable Curiofity we faw by the way, was & 
'flMely Mount at a Pface called Nerv Grange near Dwg- 
heda'i having a number of huge Stones pirch'd or* end 
round about ir^ antta fing e one on the Tbp» The Gen- 
tleman; 
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tlemanof the Village (one Mr Charles Cawphel) obferving 
that under the green Turf this Mount was wholly com- 
pofed of Stones, and having occafion for fome, employ *d 
his Servants to carry off a confiderahle Parcel of them 3, 
till they came at laft to a very broad flat Stone, rudely 
Carved, and placed edgewife at the Bottom of the 
Mount. This they difcover'd to be the Door of a 
Cave, which had a long Entry leading into it. At the 
firft entering we were forced to creep,; but fti'H as we 
went on, the Pillars on each fide of us were higher and 
higher 5 and coming into the Cave, we found it about 
20 Foot high. In this Cave, on each hand of us was 
a Cell or Apartment, and an other went on (freight for- 
ward oppofite to the Entry. In thofe on each hand 
was a very broad (hallow Bafon of Stone, fituated at the 
Edge. The Bafon in the Right Hand Apartment flood in 
another 5 That on the Left hand was fingle 3 and in the 
Apartment ftraight forward there was none at all. We 
obferved that Water dropt into the right hand Bafon, 
tho' it had rained but little in many Days 5 and fufpecl- 
ed that the lower Bafon was intended to preferve the 
fuperfluous Liquor of the upper, (whether this Water 
were Sacred, or whether it was for Blood in Sacrifice J 
that none might come to the Ground. The great Pil- 
lars round this Cave, fupporting the Mount, were not 
at all hewn or wrought 5 but were fuch rude Stones as 
thofe of Ahury in Wiltfhire, and rather morejrude than 
thofe of Sttmeh?nge: But thofe about the Bafons, and 
fome el few here, had fuch Barbarous Sculpture (was. Spiral 
Hke a Snake, but without diftinclion of Head and Tail) 
as the fore- mentioned Stone at the Entry of the Cave. 
There was no Flagging nor Floor to this Entry nor 
Cave^ but any fort of ioofe Stones every where under 
Feet. They found feverai Bones in the Cave, and part 
of a Stags, (or elfe Elks) Head, and fome other things, 
which, I omit, becaufe the Labourers difFer'd in their 
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Account of them.. A Gold Coin of the Emperor Fah/t- 
iiniatiy being found near the Top cf this Mount, might 
befpeak it Roman ; but that the rude Carving at the En- 
try and in the Cave feems to denote it a Barbarous 
Monument. Sq, the Coin proving it ancienterthan any 
Invafion of the OJfmans or Danes -, and the Carving and 
rude Sculpture, Barbarous , it mould follow, that it was 
fome Place of Sacrifice or Burial of the Ancient Irijh. 

The Giants Caufway is To well defcribed in the Phil. 
TranfaB* [N° 212 (k 241.3 that nothing can be added to 
that Account of it. We have the fame Stone on the Top 
of Cader Idris, one of the higheft Mountains of North 
Wales $ but ours is lefs elegant, and does not at all break 
off in Joints 5 nor could I fatisfy my felf that there are 
fet Joynts (as in the Entrochus and Afieria) in the Bajdtes 
of Ireland ; but that it is the Nature ol the Stone to 
break off in fuch a convex Form. However, we could 
perceive no Seams inthefe Pillars, excepting on thofe 
Sides that were expoled to the Weather. 

An other remarkable Curiofity we met with, was a 
Copper Trumpet like a Sow-Gelders Horn; having the 
Hole for founding near the midft, and two Rings at the 
frnaller End 5 above two foot long. Three of thefe 
were found in an old Karn (i. e. a great Heap of Stones) 
at Balk Nirer near Carreg Fergus. 

We could make nothing of the Petrifying Quality of 
LoctiJ$each^ bat that they fornetime's find Stones there, 
having the Orain of Wood. 

We met wittf (bme Irijh Infcriptions" there, and others 
here 5 which none of the. Critics in that Language we 
eonveife4. wkb could interpret. 

$$iM% it*™* % 4 nt ti m W9 I* 1 ? 1 WItn one ^-oin Agniw, 
who^-^AceJJots, h^^bgea.Hefed'rtary Poets, for many 
Generatbns, $0 .^ ( , Family of the Nexhj, but the 
Lands tbey bejel thereby being taken away from his Fa- 
ther, he had forfalken the Mufes and betaken ijitnfeif ro 
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the Plow: So we made an eafy Purchafe o£ about a 
do/en ancient Manufcripts on Parchment. 

As to your Queries : The Machjnboy is the Tithymalu* 
Hihrnicu* (ot.Utifolim Jytvaticus) C&t>Hort.Oxon. Their 
Shamrug is the common Clover. The Potato is not indi- 
genous of Ireland. The Arbutus is, for what I can yet 
understand, the fame with the Common : And for the 
Sabitta, I doubt my Friend I fent to Kerri (whom I 
have not yet ken) will bring me no News of ic 

I have the Account of the living Foffil Mufcles at- 
tcfted and figned by the four Perfons prefent at, the find- 
ing them y. fa that nothing but its being a (ingu)ar In- 
fiance makes me fcruple the Relation . But the Labourers 
have fuch a Cbara&er for Veracity, that I rather incline 
ta believe it, than to doubt.- lam, 

Honoured Sir r 

Ton ' moft obliged Servanty 

E- LHWYD 



¥". An Account of Experiments concerning the Tre- 
porUomof the Towtr of the Loadrftone at different i 
Dtjinncesu % Mr* Fr. Hauksbee,. F. & $. 

Without mentioning the many. Difficulties that at- 
tend the making of Experiments of this Nature, 
I fhali immediately give an Account of: their Soccefs, 
and the manner of proceeding i whieh was a* follows, 
l*took a Quadrant of 4 Feet Radius $ hand having flx'd 
iiuo th.§; FJoor, sfethe Pofiticsfcof the. Needie, whofe 
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